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INSTITUTE OF AMERICAN
CONSTITUTIONAL THOUGHT
AND LEADERSHIP
The undergraduate certificate in civic thought and leadership forms
students to pursue excellence as engaged citizens. This interdisciplinary
program of studies integrates courses that will provide students with
the intellectual formation and practical skills that will enable them to
navigate the challenges of American civic life and leadership in business,
academia, and the public square.

Each course in the certificate program invites students to engage new
material while recalling or revisiting material covered in one of the
other courses. In this way, the certificate forms students to consider
diverse perspectives and enter hard conversations with sober reason and
sympathetic judgment. The goal is for students to practice the arts of
citizenship necessary for understanding their country and each other.

The two required core courses build on each other. The Art of
Statesmanship course introduces students to classical and modern
claims about the qualities necessary for leadership. In The Art of Rhetoric
course, students learn to cross examine famous classical and American
speeches. These courses take an integrative approach to understanding
the roles of leadership and public speech within the framework of
American constitutional government.

An integral component of each course is the practicum. Students in
The Art of Statesmanship participate in a writing practicum that serves
as a workshop in written argument. The Art of Rhetoric involves an
oratory practicum, in which students will receive guidance in crafting
and presenting a speech. The instructor will offer additional support and
mentorship outside the classroom. And professional speechwriters may
participate in the oratory practicum to offer students feedback.

In addition to these core requirements, students must select two
additional courses listed within the plan of study. Subjects of study for
these courses include civic discourse, competing theories of justice,
and the history of America’s economic order. Each of these courses may
involve practical as well as theoretical elements, enabling students to
learn concrete skills while receiving formation of the mind. Students may
also have the option to select from focused studies in the Special Topics
seminars offered by the Institute’s faculty.

This interdisciplinary program teaches students to read difficult texts
with greater care, to compose written and oral arguments in a more
disciplined way, to discuss controversial topics with civility, and to think
through difficult questions.

Our curriculum aims to build community, and students will benefit from
mentoring relationships with faculty and from participating together
in extra-curricular activities sponsored by the Institute of American
Constitutional Thought & Leadership. Such activities may include lunch
seminars and public lectures.

Students in the certificate program will also receive invitations to unique
opportunities, including evening colloquia and seminars with guest
speakers. Students who complete the certificate will receive special

consideration for the Institute’s fellowship opportunities, including the
Institute’s summer study abroad program in Oxford.

Civic Thought and Leadership, Certificate
Requirements

Code Title Hours
CLT 3000 The Art of Statesmanship and the Civic Life 3
CLT 3010 The Art of Rhetoric and the Civic Life 3
Select two of the following 6

CLT 3500 Civic Discourse
CLT 3510 Competing Theories of Justice
ECON 4410
CLT 3990 Special Topics in Civic Thought

Total Hours 12

Plan of Study

First Term Hours
CLT 3000 The Art of Statesmanship and the Civic Life 3
Select from electives 3

CLT 3500 Civic Discourse  
CLT 3990 Special Topics in Civic Thought  

  Hours 6
Second Term
CLT 3010 The Art of Rhetoric and the Civic Life 3
Select from electives 3

CLT 3510 Competing Theories of Justice  
ECON 4410  
CLT 3990 Special Topics in Civic Thought  

  Hours 6

  Total Hours 12

Learning Outcomes

• Become conversant with some of the key principles and figures of
American civic life.

• Study the principles of engaged citizenship through the lives and
speeches of public figures.

• Assess the motivations and ideals of great leaders.
• Understand the role that leadership plays in a modern democratic

society.
• Identify the rationales for open civic discourse.
• Investigate how different claims about justice influence economic

and legal arrangements.
• Examine alternative claims about what is required for leadership in a

constitutional republic.
• Examine how certain laws and economic practices have influenced

American society.
• Practice discussing controversial issues with clarity and civility.
• Practice the art of public speaking.
• Practice clear and compelling writing.
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• Practice a disciplined approach to thinking through difficult questions
and issues for oneself.

CLT 3000 The Art of Statesmanship and the Civic Life
[3 credit hours]
This course examines the art of statesmanship, the meaning of political
greatness and the means of educating aspiring young statesmen and
stateswomen. The ambition, moral character, cunning, prudence, and grit
required for effective statesmanship are analyzed using books written by
past statesmen for future statesmen. The course also explores whether
the life of leadership is a desirable way of life. Differences between
classical and modern statesmanship are considered, in addition to the
unique demands that different regimes and natural circumstances place
on founders and leaders.
Term Offered: Fall

CLT 3010 The Art of Rhetoric and the Civic Life
[3 credit hours]
This course examines the art of rhetoric and the role that rhetoric plays in
different political societies. The purposes and limitations of rhetoric and
public deliberation in modern democracies will be analyzed through close
readings of great speeches from classical to modern times. The tradition
of great speeches by American men and women is a special focus of this
course. Other forms of writing, including philosophical texts, dialogues,
essays, and literary works will be considered. Students will also write and
present their own oration and may receive feedback from professional
speechwriters.
Term Offered: Spring

CLT 3500 Civic Discourse
[3 credit hours]
This course explores the value of civic discourse to an open, free, and
tolerant society and provides students with an opportunity to learn
and practice the core skills necessary to civic discourse. Students will
study the underlying philosophic justifications for maintaining an open
society and the connection between civic discourse and an open society.
Students will also study how to productively discuss difficult or sensitive
subjects with others who hold different or contrary views, and the value
of doing so. The class will confront a series of contemporary “hot-button”
issues (i.e. gun control, immigration, abortion, policing) to allow students
the opportunity to engage in civic discourse.
Term Offered: Fall

CLT 3510 Competing Theories of Justice
[3 credit hours]
This course explores competing theories of justice as models we can use
to explore and think more carefully about contemporary controversies
in public, political, and social spheres. Students will assess the practical
applications of those theories in different situations. Students will also
research and prepare an executive summary on different actions, laws or
public policies. They will present these summaries in a mini-conference
that will take place as part of the course.
Term Offered: Spring

CLT 3990 Special Topics in Civic Thought
[3 credit hours]
This course examines special topics in civic thought and leadership.
Topics will be determined by the instructor and may be interdisciplinary.
Among other possible topics, this course may focus on a careful reading
of a single text, a comprehensive study of a single author’s thought, or
more broad investigations of ideas, history, and texts across multiple
authors. May be repeated for a total of 6 credit hours under different
topics.
Term Offered: Spring, Summer, Fall
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